Cathepsin D activity in colorectal cancer.
Cathepsin D is one of the main proteolytic enzymes involved in the neoplastic process. The aim of the study was to evaluate the activity of cathepsin D in 36 colorectal adenocarcinomas (of the colon and rectum) at stage pT3 of clinical advancement and histological grade G2. The correlation of cathepsin D activity with the stage of anatomo-clinical advancement and the presence of chosen anatomo-clinical properties of the tumour was also analysed. The activity of cathepsin D was found to be statistically significantly higher both in the neoplastic tissue cytosol and homogenate, compared to the cytosol and homogenate of adjacent healthy tissue. No correlation was noted between the activity of cathepsin D in neoplastic cells and other parameters analysed.